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Council Chambers 

Municipal Building 

         November 16, 2021 

 

 

The McAlester City Council met in a Special session on Tuesday, November 16, 2021, at 5:30 

P.M. after proper notice and agenda was posted, November 15, 2021, at 12:00 P.M. 

 

Call to Order 

 

Mayor Browne called the meeting to order. 

 

Roll Call 

 

Council Roll Call was as follows: 

 

Present in Person:  Weldon Smith, Cully Stevens, Randy Roden, Billy Jack 

Boatright & John Browne 

Absent:    Zach Prichard 

Presiding:    John Browne, Mayor 

Staff Present: Peter Stasiak, City Manager; Kirk Ridenour, Economic 

Development Director, Stephanie Giacomo, Grant 

Administrator John T. Hammons, City Attorney and Cora 

Middleton, City Clerk 

 

Scheduled Business 

 

1. Consider and act to sell Lot C-4 at the Steven Taylor Industrial Park to 

MINEFFICIENCY, LLC and authorize the Mayor to execute all necessary instruments to 

complete the sale on behalf of the City of McAlester. (Kirk Ridenour, Economic 

Development)  
Executive Summary 

Motion to approve the sale of Lot C-4 and to authorize the Mayor to execute all necessary instruments. 

 

Director Ridenour addressed the Council explaining that staff had been working with several 

prospects interested in establishing “crypto currency mining” operations in the McAlester area.  

He stated that MINEFFICIENCY LLC, was interested in purchasing Lot C-4 at the Steven 

Taylor Industrial Park.  He commented that Lot C-4 was approximately thirty (30) acres and had 

historically limited interest from industrial prospects.  He explained that there was a buy back 

clause in the proposed contract, that if the company did not proceed as planned in five (5) years, 

the City could purchase the property back at the price it was sold.  He added that the company 

had agreed to purchase the property at the market value of $450,000.00. 

 

Mayor Browne moved to approve the sale of Lot C-4 at the Steven Taylor Industrial Park to 

MINEFFICIENCY, LLC and authorize the Mayor to execute all necessary instruments to 

complete the sale on behalf of the City of McAlester. 



November 16, 2021 Special Meeting 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 2 of 3 

There was discussion concerning the sale of electricity, the City receiving franchise fees from the 

sale of electricity, sales tax receipts, when this company would start, how much power the 

Industrial Park currently used, how much more power this company would use, how it compared 

to a brick-and-mortar building, how this facility would be developed and if Public Service 

Company of Oklahoma (PSO) could supply the electrical power needed by this company. 

 

Vice-Mayor Stevens seconded the motion and asked to amend the motion to require that all 

funds from this remain in Economic Development. 

 

Before the vote, there was further discussion regarding PSO furnishing service to the company, if 

the City retained the mineral rights, and the language in the agreement addressing mineral rights. 

 

Ben Kirk with the law firm of Doerner Saunders Daniel & Anderson addressed the Council 

explaining that he was representing MINEFFICIENCY, LLC and the intent of the agreement was 

that any mineral rights still attached to the property would be conveyed with the sale. 

 

Mayor Browne clarified stating that, if the City still owned the mineral rights, they would be sold 

with the land, if the City did not own the mineral rights, they would remain with the owner. 

 

There was further discussion regarding the ownership of the mineral rights, how the City would 

verify ownership, and if the agreement could be amended so the City could retain ownership of 

the minerals, if the City did in fact own the mineral rights. 

 

Mayor Browne recessed the meeting at 5:45 P.M. for Mr. Kirk to confer with his client regarding 

the matter mineral rights ownership. 

 

The meeting was reconvened at 6:09 P.M. 

 

Attorney Hammons stated that he had met with the Attorney of the purchaser and believes that 

they reached a solution. 

 

Mr. Kirk thanked the Council for the opportunity to discuss this matter and he believed that they 

had come to a conclusion that would be mutually beneficial.  He then explain that his client had 

wanted to retain the mineral rights if they had not already been severed was to prevent someone 

from exploring for minerals on the property.  He added that his client had agreed to the City of 

McAlester retaining the mineral rights as long as the company was operating there, there would 

not be any exploration activities. 

 

Mayor Browne amended his motion to include “the City of McAlester would retain the mineral 

rights and no exploration activities would be allowed while MINEFFICIENCY, LLC was 

operating on the property.  Vice-Mayor Stevens agreed to the amendment, and the vote was 

taken as follows: 

 

AYE:  Councilmembers Stevens, Smith, Roden, Boatright & Mayor Browne 

NAY:  None 
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Mayor Browne declared the motion carried. 

 

Adjournment 

 

There being no further business to come before the Council, Councilman Smith moved for the 

meeting to be adjourned. The motion was seconded by Councilman Boatright.   

 

There was no discussion, and the vote was taken as follows: 

 

AYE:  Councilmembers Smith, Boatright, Stevens, Roden & Mayor Browne 

NAY:  None 

 

Mayor Browne declared the motion carried, and the meeting was adjourned at 6:11 P.M. 

 

 

                    __________________________ 

ATTEST:                 John Browne, Mayor 

 

 

____________________________    

Cora Middleton, City Clerk 


